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Filed: February 7, 2002 

For METHOD OF MODIFYING A NONWOVEN FIBROUS WEB FOR USE AS A 
COMPONENT OF A DISPOSABLE ABSORBENT ARTICLE 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, record is being made below in a Form 
PTO/SB08 of documents which the Patent OfQce may wish to consider in connection with 
examination of the above-identified patent application. It is respectfiiUy requested that the cited 
documents be carefiiUy considered by the Examiner and made of record in this case. As provided in 
§ 1 .97(g), no representation is made or intended that a thorough art search was made. As provided in 
37 C.F.R. §1. 97(h), this Information Disclosure Statement does not constitute an admission of any 
kind, and specifically is not an admission that the documents listed on attached form PTO/SB08 are, 
or are considered to be, material to the patentability of the above-identified patent application, as 
defined in 37 C.F.R, § 1.56(b). 

1 • [-^] 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b)fl) - U.S. Direct (within 3-months of filing a regular application 

or converted provisional) 

This information disclosure statement, submitted under 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b)(1), is being filed 
within three months of the filing date of a national application. Therefore, no fee is believed to be 
due. 

2. [] 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b)(2) - Via PCT (within 3 mo. of Nat'I Stage Entry) 

This information disclosure statement, submitted under 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b)(2), is being filed 
within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.491 in an 
international application. Therefore, no fee is believed to be due. 
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3. [] 37 C.F.R. S1.97 (b)(3) - (>3 mo. after filing direct or natM stage entry, but 
before V O.A,) 

This information disclosure statement is being submitted under 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b)(3). 
Applicants have not received an Office Action on the merits in the present application. Therefore, no 
fee is believed to be due. However, in the event that this paper is crossing in the mail with a first 
Office Action on the merits, authorization is hereby given to charge the required fee pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. §1.97(c) and 37 C.F.R. §l.I7(p) to Deposit Account No. 16-2480 in the name of The Procter 
& Gamble Company. A duplicate of this letter is enclosed to facilitate charging of the fee, if 
necessary. 

THE FOLLOWING IS ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PERTAINING 
TO (2) OR (3) MARKED WITH AN (X) ABOVE. 

(a) [] The Notification of Acceptance of this Application Under 35 U.S.C. §371 

indicates that both a copy of the International Search Report and copies of the references cited 
therein are present in the national stage file. In accordance with MPEP §1 893.03(g), it is respectfully 
requested that the Examiner note the consideration of these references in the first Office Action via 
the PTO-892 form. 

(b) [] The Notification of Acceptance of this Application Under 35 U.S.C. §371 

indicates that a copy of the International Search Report is present in the national stage file. Copies of 
the references cited in that report are enclosed. 

(c) [] The Notification of Acceptance of this Application Under 35 U.S.C. §371 

does not indicate that a copy of the International Search Report and copies of the references cited are 
present in the national stage file. Copies of the International Search Report and references are 
attached. 

4. [] 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b)(4) - (before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of 

a request for continued examination under §1.114) 

This information disclosure statement, submitted under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(4), is being filed 
with the Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 C.F.R. §1.114. 



5. Information to be Considered with CPA Filing . This information disclosure 

statement is being filed with a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). 
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6. [] 37 C.F.R. SI. 97(c) with fee payment - (use after 1'* Office Action & before 

Final Office Action or Notice of Allowance) 

This information disclosure statement is being submitted under 37 CF.R. § 1.97(c). 
Applicant(s) have not received a final action under 37 C.F.R. §1 . 1 13, a notice of allowance under 37 
C.F.R. §1.311, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application (e.g.. Ex parte 
Quayle) as of the date of this submission. Applicant(s) elect to pay the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1. 17(p). Please charge the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1. 17(p) to Deposit Account Number 16-2480 
in the name of The Procter & Gamble Company. A duplicate copy of this letter is enclosed to 
facilitate the charging of the fee. 



ADDITIONAL ITEMS TO BE NOTED BY THE EXAMINER; 



[J (1) Copies of the cited references were previously cited by or submitted to the USPTO in 

prior application Case No. , U.S. Patent AppUcation Serial No. , filed . Applicants claim 

priority to said application under 35 U.S.C. §120. Accordingly, copies of those documents are not 
provided with this Statement, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d). 

OR 

[J (2) Copies of the cited documents are enclosed. 

OR 

[XJ (3) Copies of all said documents, except document No. 4,153,664A, were submitted 

and considered in parent application U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/274,946, filed March 23, 
1999. Applicant(s) claim priority to said appHcation under 35 U.S.C. §120, Accordingly, copies of 
those documents are not provided with this Statement, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d). Copies of 
document No. 4,153,664 is enclosed. It is respectfully requested that the cited documents be 
carefully considered by the Examiner and made of record in this case. 

[] (4) Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(c), a concise explanation of the relevance of each cited 
reference that is not in the English language is provided. 



I^^J (5) Applicants also respectfiiUy request the Examiner to consider and make of 
record the co-pending applications listed on the attached page. 
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I I Additional information is attached. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Michael S. Kolodesh 

Attorney or Agent for Applicant(s) 

Registration No. 44,846 

(513) 626-3426 

Date: April , 2002 

Customer No. 27752 

(IDS.doc) 

(Last Revised 12/7/01) 
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COPENDING APPLICATIONS 

Entire copies of all co-pending applications (or the portion of the application and claims 
that caused it to be cited) must be sent with the IDS (see 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2)(iii) 

Attv. Docket No . Serial Number Inventor(s) Filinp Date 

4777 09/274,946 George C. Dobrin, et al. March 23, 1999 

[ones that are pending at time of this filing; others that have issued get cited on the PTO/SB08.] 



Please ivpe a plus sign (-^) inside Ihis box -> [t\^*^ 
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Substitute for form 1449A/P 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



SHEET 1 of 4 



COMPLETE IF KNOWN 


Application Number 




Confirmation Number 




Filing Date 


February 7, 2002 


First Named Inventor 


George C. Dobrin, et al. 


Group Art Unit 




Examiner Name 




Attorney Docket Number 


7444D 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIALS* 



Cite 
No/ 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



Number - Kind Code (if known) 



Publication Date 
MWOD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 



Pages, Columns, Lines Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Rgures 



AppearQQ 



1 



US-3. 156.242 



11-10-1964 



Crowe 




US-3, 156,342 



11-10-1964 



Brewer 



US-3, 881, 489 



05-06-1975 



Hartwell 



US-3,989.867 



11-02-1976 



Sisson 



US-4, 116,892 



09-26-1978 



Schwarz 



US-4, 153.664 



05-08-1979 



Sabee 



US-4. 153,751 



05-08-1979 



Schwarz 



8 



US-4, 539,256 



09-03-1985 



Shipman 



US-4,657,802 



04-14-1987 



Morman 



10 



US-4.725,481 



02-16-1988 



Ostapchenko 



11 



US-4,789.669 



12-06-1988 



Kieffer. et al. 



12 



US-4.833.172 



05-23-1989 



Schwarz, et al. 



13 



US-4, 834. 741 



05-30-1989 



Sabee 



14 



US-4, 965, 122 



10-23-1990 



Morman 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIALS* 


Cite 
No/ 


FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENT 

Country Code' Number^ KindCode^ 

(if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures 
Appear 


T* 




15 


PCT WO 98/28134 


07-02-1998 










16 


PCT WO 98/29246 


07-09-1998 










17 


PCT WO 98/29247 


07-09-1 998 










18 


PCT WO 98/29479 


07-09-1998 










19 


PCT WO 98/29480 


07-09-1998 










20 


PCT WO 98/51475 


11-19-1998 










21 


PCT WO 99/12734 


03-1 8-1 999 









OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INmALS* 



Cite 
No.^ 



Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal. 
serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date. page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

^Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional), ^See Kind Codes of U.S. Patent Documents at www.uspto.aov or MPEP 901 .04. ^Enter 
Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). *For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the 
reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ®Klnd of document by the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the 
document under WlPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ^Applicant Is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. Patent and Trademark Office, 
Washington, D C. 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington! D.C. 20231 . 



Approved for use through 10/31/2002 OMB 0651-0031 



Pateiu and Trademark Office; U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Under th 



Substitute Ibr fonn I449A/PTO 


COMPLETE IF KNOWN 




Application Number 




INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


Confirmation Number 




O 1 /\ 1 C/iVlJC/lN 1 D I i^ipi^lli^ijVTN 1 

(use as many sheet^^^cessary) ^ 


Filing Date 


February 7, 2002 


First Named Inventor 


George C. Dobrin, et al. 


SHEET 2 of 4 V ^ 


Group Art Unit 




Examiner Name 




Attorney Docket Number 


7444D 



I. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIALS* 



Cite 
No.^ 



22 



23 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



Number ' Kind Code^ (if known) 



US'4,981.747 



US-5,114,781 



Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



01-01-1991 



05-19-1992 



Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 



Merman 



Morman 



Pages, Columns, Lines Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 



24 



US-5, 116,662 



05-26-1992 



Morman 



25 



US-5, 143,679 



09-01-1992 



Weber, et al. 



26 



US-5, 151 ,092 



09-29-1 992 



Buell, et al. 



27 



US-5, 156,793 



10-20-1992 



Buell, et al. 



28 



US-5. 167,897 



12-01-1992 



Weber, et al. 



29 



US-5.226,992 



07-13-1993 



Morman 




30 



US-5, 336,545 



08-09-1994 



Momnan 



31 



US-5. 382,461 



01-17-1995 



Wu 



33 



US-5,442,172 



06-06-1995 



Wu 



33 



US-5. 509, 142 



04-23-1996 



Connell, et al. 



34 



US-5,514.470 



05-07-1 996 



Haffner, et al. 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INmALS* 


Cite 
No.^ 


FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENT 

Country Code' Number* Kind Code' 

(irioiown) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or AppHcant or 
Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures 
Appear 


T* 




35 


PCT WO 99/14039 


03-25-1999 










36 


PCT WO 99/14044 


03-25-1 999 










37 


PCT WO 99/14262 


03-25-1999 




— gQ&i. 






38 


PCT WO 99/14263 


03-25-1999 










39 


EP 0 810 078 Al 


12-03-1997 



















































OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIALS* 


Cite 
No.^ 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (boolc. magazine, journal, 
serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), pukilisher, city and/or country where published 


T* 


























EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 



wi — ' ~ , ^ 

conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

^Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^See Kind Codes of U.S. Patent Documents at www.uspto.aov or MPEP 901 .04. ^Enter 
Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). ''For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the 
reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the 
document under WlPO Standard ST.1 6 if possible, ^Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Infonnatlon Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, 
Washington, D C. 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington! D.C. 20231 . 
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COMPLETE IF KNOWN 


Application NumDer 




Confirmation Number 




Filing Date 


February 7, 2002 


First Named Inventor 


George C, Dobrin, et al. 


Group Art Unit 




Examiner Name 




Attorney Docket Number 


7444D 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIALS* 



Cite 
No/ 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



Number - Kind Code (if known) 



Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 



Pages, Columns, Lines Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 



40 



5,518.801 



05-21-1996 



Chappell, et al. 



41 



5,569.234 



10-29-1996 



Buell, et ai. 



42 



5,571,096 



11-05-1996 



Dobrin, et al. 



43 



5,592,690 



01-14-1997 



Wu 



44 



5.681,645 



10-28-1997 



Strack, et al. 



45 



5,688,157 



11-18-1997 



Bradley, et al. 



3^) 



46 



5.695.849 



12-09-1997 



Shavwer. et al. 



47 



5.695,868 



12-09-1997 



McCormack 



48 



5,789,065 



08-04-1998 



Haffner, et al. 



49 



5.814.390 



09-29-1998 



Stokes, et al. 



mo. 



50 



5.837.352 



11-17-1998 



English, et al. 



51 



5,843,056 



12-01-1998 



Good, et ai. 



52 



5,843,057 



12-01-1998 



McCormack 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INHIALS* 


Cite 
No.^ 


FORBGN PATENT DOCUMENT 

Country Code' Number* Kind Code' 

(if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Unes 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures 
Appear 


f 






















































Cqp^ 






























f 















OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIALS* 



Cite 
No.^ 



Include name of the author (In CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, 
serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), voiume^ssue number(s), publisher, city arwtfor country where published 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER; Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

^Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^See Kind Codes of U.S. Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. ^Enter 
Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). ^For Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the 
reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the 
document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ^Applicant is to place a check marl< here if English language Translation is attached. 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the Individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231 . 



Approved for use through 10/31/2002 OMB 0651-0031 
Patent aiid Trademark Ofilce; U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for fonn I449A/1TO 


COMPLETE IF KNOWN 




AoDlication Number 




INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


Confirmation Number 




STATEMENTJ^g^PLICANT 

(use as ma^^^?eai as'^f^g^sary) 


Filing Date 


February 7, 2002 


First Named Inventor 


George C, Dobrin, et al. 


/o 


Group Art Unit 
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Examiner Name 




Attorney Docket Number 


7444D 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIALS* 



Cite 
No.^ 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



Number -Kind Code (if known) 



Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 



Pages, Columns, Lines Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 



53 



5,843,066 



12-01-1998 



Dobrin 



54 



5.853.881 



12-29-1998 



Estey, et a(. 



55 



5,855,999 



01-05-1999 



McCormack 



56 



5.861.074 



01-19-1999 



Wu 



57 



5.865.823 



02-02-1 999 



Curro 



58 



5,865,926 



02-02-1999 



Wu, et al. 



IT 



59 



5.883,028 



03-16-1999 



Morman. et al. 



60 



5.910.136 



06-08-1999 



Hetzler, et al. 



61 



5,910.224 



06-08-1999 



Morman 



62 



5.910.225 



06-08-1999 



McAmish, et al. 



63 



5.914.084 



06-22-1 999 



Benson, et al. 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIALS* 


Cite 
No.^ 


FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENT 

Country Code' Number^ Kind Code' 

(if known) 


Publication Date 
MMOD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures 
Appear 


T« 


























Copy 











































































OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIALS* 



Cite 
No.^ 



Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, 
serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-Hssue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered, include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

^Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^See Kind Codes of U.S. Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. ^Enter 
Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). ^For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the 
reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the 
document under WlPO Standard ST.1 6 if possible. ^Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, 
Washington, D C. 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington. D.C. 20231 . 



